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General Meeting Minutes
March 18th, 2025
	Present: 
	Baiocchi, Paige
	Dashnaw, Renee L
	Kadam, Akanksha (HEALTH)
	Ornt, Jennifer L

	Bastedo, Patricia
	Drake, Haley
	Kilburn, Shannon N (HEALTH)
	Ottman, Ann

	Beideman, Kristen
	Fede, Jennifer
	Kirkpatrick, Erin 
	Parrott, Gretchen (HEALTH)

	Breese, Susan
	Fine, Lynn
	Klee, Andrew
	Penrose, Emily 

	Brenda Somes
	Fiore, Gabrielle
	Knab, Robin P (HEALTH)
	Pinckney, Nancy A

	Bronstein, Melissa
	Gerry Dee
	Luden, Maria
	Rittwage, Connor

	Brown, Lynne M
	Greene, Linda R
	Lyon, Katherine
	Salkic, Ljubica

	Condon, Mary
	Gutowski, Jennifer
	MacKenzie, Kristen E
	Tan, Xing 

	Courtney Fleury
	Hoelzl, Rebecca (HEALTH)
	Martin, Jordan
	Taylor, Peter A

	Cunningham, Kelly
	
	
	Matt Schwasman
	Vignari, Michelle

	Curry, Wendy
	
	
	Meddaugh, Kimberly
	West, Jennifer





Meeting called to order by Jennifer Gutowski at 13:01
	Topic
	Discussion
	Decision-Action
	Responsibility

	Welcome/Introductions
	Katherine Lyon from Cayuga Medical Center introduced herself as a new member

	Approval of Minutes
	The February meeting minutes were approved by Haley Drake and seconded by Jennifer West.

	Members Accomplishments/
Announcements
	· Jennifer Gutowski announced that Jen West will be transitioning to a new role as a Patient Safety Specialist within RRH. She will remain part of the Education Committee.
· Matt Schwasman acknowledged local IPs for their collaboration with Paul Davis and response efforts in managing recent incidents, including a water loss event.

	Educational Presentation

	· David Nicholas, MPH, Chief Epidemiologist at NYSDOH, provided a comprehensive presentation on norovirus, covering:
· Epidemiology and surveillance in New York State.
· Contributing factors to foodborne disease outbreaks.
· Infection prevention and control measures.
· Best practices for handling outbreaks in healthcare settings.
· Environmental contamination and disinfection procedures. 
· A Q&A session followed, where key topics discussed included the role of UV disinfection, aerosolization risks, and cleaning strategies. The importance of hand hygiene and appropriate environmental cleaning were emphasized.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Contact information for future questions: 
David C. Nicholas, MPH
Pronouns: he, him, his (What’s This?)
Chief Epidemiologist, Outbreak Investigation and Research
NYS NORS Reporting Site Administrator
New York State Department of Health
Bureau of Community Environmental Health
and Food Protection
Corning Tower, 13th Floor, Albany, NY 12237
(518) 402-7600 (o)
(518) 477-0784 (c) 
david.nicholas@health.ny.gov

	Old Business


	Bylaws
	· Mary Cole submitted the finalized updates as of March 10, 2025. No concerns were reported.
	
	

	Journal Club
	· A new article on bloodstream infections was distributed for review. Members were encouraged to read and prepare for discussion in the next meeting. 
· Questions: 
· Any overall take-aways on strength of the literature? 
· Does this article add anything to your current knowledge/practice?
· Will you implement any changes at your facility in response to this article?
	Review of vascular access associated BSI article
	All

	Engagement
	· Check the RFL APIC Chapter Website for resources and Mentor/SME list (will also be emailed
· Members were encouraged to participate in local educational events and social gatherings to strengthen chapter engagement. Suggestions for community involvement, including vaccination outreach, were discussed.
	Sharing of Mentor/SME list
	Jen Gutowski

	New or Updated Guidelines

	APIC Playbooks: Members were reminded of new APIC playbooks on Measles, Avian Influenza, and Ebola. These serve as practical guides for rapid response and implementation in healthcare settings.

	Roundtable

	Measles Preparedness: The group discussed the increasing risk of measles cases, the importance of early detection, and collaboration with public health for effective contact tracing. Facilities were encouraged to review and reinforce vaccination policies.

	New Business

	Educational Support
	Chapter will be providing 4 scholarships for educational opportunities. Three scholarships for $500 and one for $2000. See application for details.
	If interested and eligible, apply by April 1st. 
	All

	Committee Reports

	· Legislative: Paige provided update from NYSACC meeting. No policies to review. Discussed Tuberculosis with Director of TB Control. Untreated TB increasing globally, related to several factors, including cuts to funding for refugee programs, which limits ability to conduct health screening; decreased TB screening during the COVID pandemic; and international war/conflict.  
· National (Public Policy): Update on advocacy efforts and upcoming webinar. Government affairs has been posting many responses to recent changes in government support for Infection Prevention efforts/Public Health. 
· Treasurer: Current balance reported. Registration is open for the September conference.
· Membership: Updating distribution list. Email Kristen and Jen Gutowski if your email needs to be updated.
· Education: Plans for education are complete for the year. 
· Bylaws – Submitted on March 10th.  

	Adjournment
	Meeting was adjourned by Jennifer Gutowski at 2:30

	Next Meeting
	 April 15th,  2025 


Respectfully submitted by:  Jennifer Gutowski, MPH, BSN, RN, CIC – Chapter President


2025 RFL APIC Chapter Board:
	Position
	Name
	Position
	Name

	President
	Jennifer Gutowski
	Education Committee
	Jennifer West

	President Elect
	Mary Cole
	Education Committee
	Jennifer Ornt

	Past President
	Kristen Beideman
	Education Committee
	Stacy Gibbs 

	Treasurer
	Sue Breese
	Webmaster
	Andrew Klee 

	Secretary
	Jennifer James
	Bylaws
	Mary Cole

	Legislative Representative
	Paige Baiocchi
	
	

	Membership
	Kristen Beideman
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